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Need Financial Aid
Help? Check Out
Our Spring 2026
Office Hours

The Financial Aid Office is here to Spring 2026 Office Hours
support students every step of the Monday: 8:00 AM — 5:00 PM
way — whether it's applying for aid, Tuesdcy: 8:00 AM — 5:00 PM

checking on file status, or asking Wednesday: 8:00 AM — 5:00 PM
questions about disbursements. Thursday: 8'60 .Alv\ _ 500 'PM

Friday: 8:00 AM — 12:00 PM

Need assistance in person?

Students are welcome to stop by Stop By for Help With:

the financial aid counter and o FAFSA or CADAA questions
computer lab located in Building e Student Forms account setup
108} oo UL « Financial aid file status

e Understanding award letters

e BankMobile setup

e General financial aid guidance

Can’t make it in person?

No problem! Students can request
a Financial Aid Callback using our
QLess system on our Contact Us
page. Students may also email
questions directly to their assigned
Financial Aid Technician. Students
can find their Financial Aid
Technician information on our
Contact Us page.

We're here to make the financial aid
process easier and that starts with being
available when students need usl!

financialaid.fullcol.edu
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Financial Aid

Applications Are Open!

The FAFSA and CA Dream Act Application
updates you need to know:

2026-2027 FAFSA and California Dream
Act Application (CADAA) are now open
¢ This academic year includes Fall 2026,
Winter/Spring 2027, and Summer 2027.
e To maximize financial aid eligibility of
all aid, including Cal Grant, we
strongly encourage students to submit
their applications by the priority
deadline: March 2, 2026.
e Applications close June 30, 2027, but it
is recommended for students to apply
as soon as possible.

DreamACUS
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2025-2026 FAFSA and CADAA are still
open

This academic year includes Fall 2025,
Winter/Spring 2026, and Summer 2026.
Students who have not yet applied
for financial aid for this academic
year are strongly encouraged to do
sO.

Applications close June 30, 2026, but it
is recommended for students to apply
as soon as possible.

Need help applying?

Visit the Financial Aid Computer Lab in
Building 100, Room 117 during open
business hours for in-person assistance.

'FAFSA

Changes Coming to Financial Aid
Software - From Student Forms to

Dynamic Verification

Geft ready for a new verification site
coming to the Financial Aid Office.
Our old site of
fullcoll.studentforms.com will be

refired soon to make way for Dynamic
Verification to go live on April 1, 2026.
Please stay tuned for more
information to come.
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Stay Aid Eligible: Take

Classes That Count

Starting in Fall 2026, a new federal
requirement called Course Program of
Study (CPoS) will go into effect and it could
have a big impact on financial aid
eligibility for students at Fullerton College.
While the changes won't begin until the
2026-2027 school year, now is the time for
students to start learning what it means
and how to prepare.

What Is CPoS?

Course Program of Study (CPoS) is a federal
regulation that requires students to take
classes that apply to their officially
declared maijor, degree, or certificate
program to qualify for financial aid. Under
CPoS, if a course does not count toward a
student’s program of study, it may not be
eligible for Pell Grants, Federal student
loans, Cal Grant, Student Success
Completion Grant (SSCG), and more.

This means students will need to stay on
track with their academic plan - both to
graduate on time and to receive their full
financial aid package.

Why It Matters

In the past, students could take a variety of
courses, even those not related to their
major, without losing financial aid eligibility.
With CPoS, financial aid will now be
calculated based only on classes that
directly support a student’s educational
goal.

If a student enrolls in courses outside of their
declared program, those units won't be
counted toward their financial aid
enrollment status. This could result in
receiving less financial aid if not enrolled in
courses directly related to the student’s
program.

financialaid.fullcoll.edu

How Students Can Prepare

Although CPoS won't officially begin unfil
Fall 2026, there are steps students can take
right now to stay ahead:

1. Review and Update Program of Study
Students should check their declared major
or program to ensure it reflects their current
academic and career goals. If it needs to
be changed, they should meet with an
academic counselor as soon as possible.

2. Follow an Updated Educational
Program Plan

Having a current Student Educational
Program Plan (SEPP) is crifical. This plan
outlines the courses needed to complete a
student’s program and ensures those
courses are eligible for financial aid under
CPoS rules.

3. Be Strategic During Registration

Before registering for each semester,
students should confirm that all selected
courses align with their SEPP. Courses that
aren't part of the plan may not be covered
by financial aid.

4. Stay Informed

The Financial Aid Office will contfinue to
share updates as more guidance is
released. Students should keep an eye on
their email, check the Financial Aid
website, or stop by in person closer to the
start of the fall 2026 semester.
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When It Starts

CPoS will be implemented beginning Fall
2026, for the 2026-2027 financial aid year.
While that may seem far off, preparing
early will help students avoid last-minute
surprises and stay fully eligible for aid.

More Information Coming Soon

Details are still being finalized, and the
Financial Aid Office and partners are
working diligently to ensure a smooth
rollout. In the meantime, students are
welcome to join one of our three
workshops that will cover this topic as part

of our Financial Aid Fridays workshop series.

Specifically, the Stay Aid Eligible: Take
Classes That Count workshops will be held

on February 20, March 13, and May 1, 2026.

Details about the workshops are located
on the Financial Aid Website
(financialaid.fullcoll.edu).

Fall 2026 may be around the corner, but
with the right steps now, students can stay
on track and make the most of their
financial aid. Stay tuned for more CPoS
news!

financialaid.fullcoll.edu

Satisfactory Academic

Progress (SAP)
Reminders and Updates

While the Satisfactory Academic Progress
(SAP) Policy remains the same, the SAP
appeal process has been updated this
semester to make it more accessible and
efficient for students. These changes are
designed to ensure that all students who
wish to appeal can do so — especially
considering limited Financial Aid
Counseling appointment availability.

Policy Reminder: What is SAP?
Students must meet the following standards
to remain eligible for most types of
financial aid:
e 2.0 cumulative GPA or higher
e Completion of at least 67% of all
aftempted units
e Completion of a program within 150%
of its published unit length (e.g., 90 units
for a 60-unit AA/AS degree)

SAP is reviewed at the end of each
semester and applies to all coursework,
even if financial aid was not received.

What's New: Streamlined Counseling
Requirements

To simplify the process and reduce waiting
times, only some students are required to
meet with a Financial Aid Counselor before
submitting a SAP appeal.
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An appointment is required only if:
e The student has attempted 90 or more
units, or
e The student is changing from one
certificate program to another that is
under 60 units

Appointments can be scheduled online
(via the link in the SAP disqualification
notification) or in person at the Financial
Aid kiosks.

An appointment is NOT required if:
e The disqualification is due to a GPA
below 2.0, or
e A completion rate below 67%, or
e The student is switching from a
certificate program to a 60-unit degree
(AA/AS)

Submitting a SAP Appeal
All appeals must be submitted online at
https://fullcoll.studentforms.com. Each
appeal must include:
e A personal statement explaining why
SAP standards were not met
e Documentation of any extenuating
circumstances
e A Student Educational Program Plan
(SEPP) if required (see counseling
requirements above)

Need Help? We're Here for Support!

The Financial Aid staff are here to help
every step of the way. Students who need
assistance with submitting their SAP appeal
or uploading documents can receive in-
person support at the Financial Aid
Computer Lab during our open business
hours. Also, as part of our Financial Aid
Fridays workshops, we will host workshops
on the topic of SAP. Our next SAP workshop
will be on November 14, 2025.

financialaid.fullcoll.edu

California College

Promise Grant (CCPG)

The California College Promise Grant
(CCPQG) is a state-funded program that
helps make community college more
affordable for eligible students. The CCPG
is available exclusively to California
residents attending California Community
Colleges, including eligible CA Dream Act
students. Residency is determined by the
Fullerton College Admissions & Records
Office.

The CCPG covers the $46 per unit
enrollment fee and a portion of the
parking permif fee. Once you register for
classes, eligible fees are typically waived
within 24-48 hours. (Please note that
additional processing time may be
required if documentation is needed to
confirm CCPG eligibility.)

How Do | Apply?
There are two ways to apply for the CCPG:
1.Submit a FAFSA or CADAA (California
Dream Act Application)
2.Submit a CCPG application through
CCC Apply

We strongly encourage students to apply
by completing a FAFSA or CADAA. These
applications not only determine eligibility
for the CCPG but also consider students for
additional financial aid programs.
Submitting the CCPG application through
CCC Apply will only determine eligibility for
the CCPG.

That said, there's no wrong way to apply.
Choose the option that works best for you!


https://fullcoll.studentforms.com/
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How Do | Maintain Eligibility?

To keep your CCPG, you must meet both
academic and progress standards. These
standards are different from Satisfactory
Academic Progress (SAP) requirements for
other financial aid programs.

Academic Standard

e Maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or
higher.

e |f your cumulative GPA falls below 2.0
for two consecutive primary semesters
(fall/spring), you may lose CCPG
eligibility.

Progress Standard

e Successfully complete at least 50% of
your cumulative coursework.

e |f your completion rate falls below 50%
for two consecutive primary semesters
(fall/spring), you may lose CCPG
eligibility.

Staying on track academically and
completing your courses is essential to
maintaining your grant.

financialaid.fullcoll.edu

What If | Lose Eligibility?
If you lose CCPG eligibility, don’t panic -
there is an appeal process available.

CCPG appeals:

e Are semester-specific

e Can be submitted at any time during
the academic year (check with our
office for final deadline)

e Are completed through your Student
Forms account
(fullcoll.studentforms.com)

To submit an appeal, students must:

e Select areason for appeal from the
provided list

e Submit a personal statement explaining
the circumstances that led to
disqualification and the steps being
taken to improve

e Provide supporting third-party
documentation

Appeals are typically reviewed within 1-2
weeks, often sooner. Students are welcome
to stop by our Financial Aid Computer Lab
for in-person assistance. We can help
explain the disqualification, the appeal
process, and next steps.

<&
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GAINS for Student
Parent Act (AB 2458).

Expanding Financial
Aid Support for
Parenting Students

In September 2024, Governor Gavin
Newsom signed AB 2458 — also known as
the GAINS for Student Parents Act — info
law. The legislation is designed to improve
access to financial aid and campus
resources for student parents enrolled in

California’s public colleges and universities.

The law recognizes a critical reality: nearly
400,000 student parents in California are

balancing coursework with raising children.

Many are first-generation college students
and students of color who face
significantly higher living expenses,
including childcare, housing, food, and
fransportation. Historically, these additional
costs have not always been fully reflected
in fraditional financial aid calculations
which have created financial barriers that
can delay or disrupt degree completion.

The GAINS for Student Parents Act aims o
address these gaps through several key
changes.

One of the most significant updates is the
automatic adjustment of Cost of
Attendance (COA) calculations to include
dependent-care expenses, such as
childcare. Rather than requiring student
parents to individually request a financial
aid adjustment, financial aid offices will
now proactively incorporate these costs so

financialaid.fullcoll.edu

students can receive the aid they are
already eligible for.

The law also standardizes policies across
colleges. Previously, COA adjustments
often required a formal appeal process
that varied by campus, leading to
inconsistent outcomes. The GAINS for
Student Parents Act helps streamline the
process.

In addition, colleges are now required to
systematically collect and report data on
student parents through the California
Cradle-to-Career Data System. Improved
data collection will help policymakers and
institutions better understand student
parent experiences and design more
effective support strategies.

Starting in the 2026-2027 academic year,
financial aid offices will begin to adopt
policies that formally include parenting-
related costs in financial aid calculations.

For student parents, these changes mean
more accurate financial aid awards that
reflect real-life expenses and less
administrative burden when seeking COA
adjustments.
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Financial Aid FRIDAYS

®eo @ Spring 2026 0“0 ©®

Join us throughout the semester for a series of free workshops focused on
financial aid, literacy, and wellness. Each session covers a different topic
to help you stay informed, financially healthy, and on track for success!

FEB Stay Aid Eligible: Take Classes That Count

20 Location: FA Computer Lab, Bidg. 100, Rm. 117 | Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
FEB Cal Grant & Student Success Completion Grant
27 Location: FA Computer Lab, Bldg. 100, Rm. 117 | Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

MAR ZOOM: CA Dream Act Application (CADAA)
6 Meeting ID: 853 6485 4934 | Passcode: 326067 | Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

MAR Stay Aid Eligible: Take Classes That Count

1 3 Location: FA Computer Lab, Bldg. 100, Rm. 117 | Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

MAR Financial Literacy Pt. 1 of 2

20 Location: FA Computer Lab, Bldg. 100, Rm. 117 | Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

MAR ZOOM: General Financial Aid = ,:'#EI
3 (A

27 Meeting ID: 831 8494 5263 | Passcode: 125055 | Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM o

APR Financial Literacy Pt. 2 of 2

1 0 Location: FA Computer Lab, Bldg. 100, Rm. 117 | Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

APR FAFSA & CADAA Updates
17 Location: FA Computer Lab, Bldg. 100, Rm. 117 | Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

APR ZOOM: Sdatisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)
24 Meeting ID: 830 7843 7254 | Passcode: 435475 | Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

MAY Stay Aid Eligible: Take Classes That Count
1 Location: FA Computer Lab, Bldg. 100, Rm. 117 | Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
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